LANESBOROUGH VILLAGE FIRE AND WATER DISTRICT
20 Bridge Street/P.O. Box 1504
Lanesborough, MA 01237
(413)442-5916 |vfwd@verizon.net

BOARD OF COMMISSIONER’S MEETING August 04, 2023
20 Bridge Street, 10:00 a.m.

The Lanesborough Village Fire and Water District held their regularly scheduled meeting at
20 Bridge Street, Lanesborough, Massachusetts on Friday, August 04, 2023. Chair William
Prendergast called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m. The agenda was properly posted.

Roll call: Present: William Prendergast, Chair; Mary Reilly and Aaron Williams, Board Members;
Mark Siegars, District Counsel; Kevin Swail, Superintendent; Cindy Roughley, Clerk; Kristen Tool,
Website Design/Maintenance

Also present: Daniel MacWhinne
Not present: Katie Lemanski, Treasurer

William Prendergast opened the meeting at 10:08 a.m.

1. The warrant for August was approved and signed by the Commissionetrs.

2. The minutes from the meeting of July 07, 2023 were reviewed. Mary Reilly made a
motion to accept the minutes as written. Aaron Williams seconded the motion. All in
favor, motion carries.

3. Public comments: Kristen Tool expressed her concerns regarding the representatives
of the Berkshire Mall who attended the last meeting, (Joseph Jones and Blake
Messing from JMJ RE Holdings, LLC.). Specifically the comments that they made
about the Road District that were not relevant to the Water District meeting at all.
She was also concerned about a bullying attitude that she observed from them and
the lack of accountability that the representatives from the mall expressed during
that meeting. Mrs. Tool requested that these issues should be documented in the
minutes.

Daniel MacWhinne expressed his concern regarding the well that has been
closed due to PFAFS in the water. Mark Siegars explained that the State ordered the
well to be closed, and that the Water District is pursuing funds to help with options
to assist in solving the problem.

4. Kristen Tool reported that there were 237 visitors to the Water District website last
month, a 163% increase. Kristen requested a copy of the shut off policy to post on
the website. The collection policy will be posted on the website. A message
regarding the culvert on Ore Bed Road will also be posted.

All billing questions should be sent to the Water District Collector.

5. Abatements: Liberty Market abatement request was denied and a letter sent
regarding the same because the property is listed as 3 apartments for tax and water
billing purposes. Property at 35 North Main street abatement was denied, explaining
that the rate had increased. The property is listed as a building with 4 apartments.



10.

11.

Mark Siegars has sent all of the information that was requested regarding the
Berkshire Mall to the attorney for JMJ RE Holdings, Inc. Discussion of non-payment
of bills by the owners of the mall. Mary Reilly made a motion for Mark Siegars to file
for a declaratory motion against JMJ RE Holdings, LLC., for collection of outstanding
water bills, that they be paid or the water shut off pending payment. Aaron Williams
seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried.

Senior exemptions: everyone who has applied for the senior exemption for 2023
has been processed. Fiscal year 2024 applications should be coming in.
Mall/Target: The district was advised by the State Fire Marshall not to shut off the
water to the mall due to Target’s fire suppression system. The gates to the pit at the
mall are working and a mag meter will be installed. Quarterly readings will be taken.
A sump pump will be installed also.
Treasurer’s report: the Treasurer was not present. There was no report given at the
meeting.
Superintendent’s report: Waiting on the Town for new portal to sign off on projects.
The tank tower needs to be appraised. Ore Bed road culvert replacement and main
replacement are under way. Waiting to hear from Paul Traversa about doing the
replacements of all of the meters. The bid process will be opening for the Ocean and
G street projects on Thursday, August 10, 2023 at 10 a.m. at the Water District
office.
Cindy Roughley asked about annual ethics training. Mark Siegars will send a link to
Water District personnel for the training. Cindy to send link to open meeting law for
training.
The next Water District meeting to be held on Friday, September 02, 2023 at the
Water District office at 10 a.m.
William Prendergast adjourned the meeting at 1:38 p.m.



